








HIRSCHFIELD CENTER FOR CHILDREN RED TOP STUDENTS GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

[t has been a very busy fall at the Hirschfield Center. First | would like
to recognize Martha Doyle. Martha worked at the Hirschfield Center
for the past three years and has done wonderful work. Martha can best
be described as a tireless advocate for children and families; she will go
the distance to get things done. Martha left the HCC in the beginning
of September and accepted a position with the Teton County School
District. While our paths will cross frequently with her new job, we very
much miss Martha’s energy and passion around the office. Best of luck to
you, Martha, and thank you very much for the incredible work you have
given this agency.

With the holiday season quickly closing in on our lives, we usually tend
to consider the holiday season as a time of joy to spend with our families
and friends. It's true, we all tend to go to parties, have office gatherings,
spend money on gifts for loved ones and maybe even travel to be with
family. The holiday season can certainly be a hectic time and, | speak
for myself, | am almost always relieved when the season comes to a
close. For other families, the holiday season can be one of the worst
times of the year. This is especially true during difficult economic times
for families who are out of work and have been struggling throughout the
year. For these families the Christmas season adds a lot of financial stress
and uncertainty about how they are going to make ends meet. If you
think about several things that typically occur during the holidays, spend-
ing money and overconsumption (food and alcohol) this is a troubling
recipe for mistreating children. Financial stress and substance abuse is a
very dangerous combination for vulnerable children. At the Hirschfield
Center we are able to collaborate with several community agencies to
ensure that our clients’ children are taken care of during the Christmas
season. We are very fortunate to have access to organizations that will
buy presents for the children and provide turkeys for dinner. If this one
step can significantly relieve some financial burden for some families and
make a happier holiday season, the results are exponential. The children
are pleased, and therefore less likely to act out. This then makes for less
stress in the household which makes happier parents.

The Hirschfield Center would like to thank our Teton County commu-
nity and our extended network of generous donors for allowing us to be
able to serve our clients. May you have a terrific holiday season.

- Chris Moll

If you have been treated badly, and told much of your life that you
are a burden and a drain on the family and/or community, you come
to believe that you have nothing to contribute and quit trying. You
learn to focus your efforts on meeting your own needs which, in turn,
reinforces your perception that you are a burden.

Much of what we do daily addresses these issues, but sometimes we
make extra efforts to provide experiences to change those percep-
tions. During October the students at Red Top had two such op-
portunities.

On October st and 2nd, eight students helped set up for the Fall Har-
vest Market at Phil Baux Park. On Friday afternoon, they moved and set
up tables and chairs, and on Saturday they helped vendors move and
set up their goods. They knew they would not be paid, but they did get
dozens of “thank yous”, smiles, and sincere appreciation.

October 9th to 14th, all of the Red Top students camped on Munger
Mountain and spent their days working under Forest Service direction
to build a new mountain bike trail. Just seeing the end result was re-
warding for the students, but the mountain bikers that stopped by to
tell them how nice the trail is and how much they appreciated it made
their hard work even more meaningful.

Being valued and appreciated by the sponsors and vendors of the
Harvest market, and the Forest Service staff and users of the trail
opened the possibility that they do have value and they can contribute
to people around them. That is life changing.

- Bruce Burkland

Note: The boys that helped at the Fall Harvest were honored at the
Town Council meeting on Nov. | as Home Town Heros!
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